
Notes

Social Justice Definition
“Deconstructing traditional systems and structures deemed to be oppressive, and redistributing power and resources 

from oppressors to their victims in the pursuit of equality of outcome.” 
(Scott David Allen, Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice)

W H AT ’ S  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  A N D  W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

EQUALITY
Equality has to do with the equality of value, worth and 
dignity that every human being possesses as an image 
bearer of God. It is also a term we’ll be using to refer to 
equality of opportunity.

EQUITY
Equity is the concept of “sameness.” It desires the 
flattening of all distinctions between people - such 
as sex and gender roles. It is also called radical 
egalitarianism. It aims for equality of outcomes, not just 
opportunities.

True Justice comes from God
• Psalm 33:5; Psalm 89:14; Prov. 28:5

1. TRUTHFUL - it accords with reality and the truth of God’s 
Word, and charges must be established on multiple 
independent lines of witnesses (Deut. 16:20; 17:6; 19:15; 
Num. 35:30; Prov. 28:5; Job 8:3; Matt. 18:16; John 7:24; 2 
Cor. 13:1; 1 Tim. 5:19; Heb. 10:28)

2. DIRECT - its rewards and punishments are meted out 
directly to the achievers and offenders, not to people of their 
descent/ancestry, tribe, ethnicity, social group, etc. (Deut. 
24:16; Ezek. 18:20; 2 Kings 14:6; Matt. 16:27; Rom. 2:6)

3. IMPARTIAL - it does not show preferential treatment to 
anyone based on identity group (Deut. 27:19; Lev. 19:15; Jer. 
22:3; Prov. 18:5)

4. RESTORATIVE & RETRIBUTIVE - it seeks to restore that 
which was broken and punish the guilty (Gen. 9:6; Exo. 
22:1-31; Lev. 24:18; Rom. 13:4; Gal. 6:7)

5. PROPORTIONAL - its rewards and punishments are 
proportional to the act or crime committed. There are just 
weights in judgment - e.g. The Lex Talionis principle - “an 
eye for an eye” (Exo. 21:23-25; Lev. 24:19-20; Deut. 19:21)

6. LIMITED - reward and punishment do not continue on 
in perpetuity in this life (that is left up to God in eternity). 
Thus, there is a recognition that in this life there will not be 
perfect justice, as some people die before receiving their 
just reward or get away with things in this life, but it entrusts 
ultimate cosmic justice to God. (Gen. 18:25; 2 Cor. 5:10; 
Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20:11-15)

SOCIAL
JUSTICE VS BIBLICAL

JUSTICE

6  M A R KS  O F  BI BL I C A L  J UST I C E

For more classes & workshops go to hopechurchtw.ca/learn



R E CO M M E N D E D  R E S O U R C E S
Christian Books for Personal Study/Small Groups
• Confronting Injustice without Compromising Truth: 12 Questions Christians Should Ask About Social Justice by 

Thaddeus J. Williams
• Christianity and Wokeness: How the Social Justice Movement Is Hijacking the Gospel - and the Way to Stop It by 

Owen Strachan
• Fault Lines: The Social Justice Movement and Evangelicalism’s Looming Catastrophe by Dr. Voddie Baucham
• Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice: An Urgent Appeal to Fellow Christians in a Time of Social Crisis by Scott 

David Allen
• What Every Christian Needs to Know About Social Justice by Jeffrey Johnson

Non-Christian Books for Further Study
• Cynical Theories: How Activist Scholarship Made Everything about Race, Gender, and Identity―and Why This 

Harms Everybody by James Lindsey & Helen Pluckrose
• The Victim Cult: How the Culture of Blame Hurts Everyone and Wrecks Civilizations by Mark Milke
• From Truth Comes Reconciliation: Assessing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report by Rodney Clifton 

and Mark DeWolf
• Discrimination and Disparities by Thomas Sowell

You can also find helpful resources and book reviews on Neil Shenvi’s website or the Center for Biblical Unity. For 
resources on Canadian issues, check out Woke Watch Canada, Lauren Southern, and James Pew.

S O C I A L  J UST I C E  GLOSSA RY

POSTMODERNISM

• The postmodern knowledge principle: Radical 
skepticism about whether objective knowledge or 
truth is obtainable and a commitment to cultural 
constructivism.

• The postmodern political principle: A belief 
that society is formed of systems of power and 
hierarchies, which decide what can be known and 
how.

CULTURAL MARXISM

• The term Cultural Marxism is meant to 
acknowledge the historical and philosophical 
roots of much of the woke movement - being tied 
to Classical Marxism - a 19th-century economic 
philosophy.

• Karl Marx was an atheistic naturalist who saw society 
in terms of the oppressed and oppressors. Core to 
Classical Marxist philosophy were the concepts of 
Class Theory and Conflict Theory. It necessitated a 
revolutionary overthrow of the existing systems in 
order to create an egalitarian utopia via redistribution.

INTERSECTIONALITY

• Intersectionality considers the multiple 
intersections of oppressed identities that a person 
may suffer under in order to figure out how to 
privilege them to compensate for their perceived 
disadvantages in life. Intersectionality divides 
society into privileged and oppressed classes 
according to group identities such as race, gender, 
sexuality, physical characteristics, immigration 
status, religion, etc.

CRITICAL THEORY

• “A critical theory is chiefly concerned with revealing 
hidden biases and underexamined assumptions, usually 
by pointing out what have been termed “problematics,” 
which are ways in which society and the systems that it 
operates upon are going wrong.” (Lindsay & Pluckrose, 
Cynical Theories, 14)

STANDPOINT EPISTEMOLOGY

• It believes in “standpoint epistemology” which says 
that people of visible oppressed/minority groups have 
access to “special knowledge” by mere virtue of their 
“lived experience” as a minority which people in the 
majority cannot have access to.

• It believes that if knowledge is a construct of power, 
which functions through ways of talking about things, 
knowledge can be changed and power structures 
toppled by changing the way people talk about things. 
Thus, change the language, change the world. If you 
control what people can say, you also control what they 
can think.

SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION & VICTIMHOOD

•  It assumes that oppression is everywhere. Oppression 
is the lens through which the woke view the world. It 
believes that power differentials and authority structures 
are the great evil of the world because authority by its 
very nature is oppressive.

• “The key to social and intellectual legitimacy is to be 
a victim, or, if one has little or no concrete personal 
experience of being a victim, to be a member of a 
recognised victim group.” (Robert Martin) Members 
of victim classes are elevated and given preferential 
treatment.


